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JOIN US ON SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2024 
FROM 9:00 TO NOON 


LOCATED AT URIBE PARK 
 (AGUA FRIA RANCH PARKWAY NORTH OF OLIVE AVENUE) 


AGE CATEGORIES: 3 & UNDER, 4-6, 7-9, AND 10-12 


BRING A BASKET TO COLLECT EGGS, AND ENJOY A FUN DAY WITH YOUR 
NEIGHBORS! 







2   February 2024   •   Youngtown Village Reporter   •   youngtownaz.org


Charles Vickers
Vice Mayor


Margaret Chittenden
Councilmember


Karen Haney Duncan
Councilmember


Susan Hout
Councilmember


TOWN OF YOUNGTOWN
12030 North Clubhouse Square, Youngtown, AZ 85363


Mayor and Council: 623-933-8286 • Town Administration: 623-933-8286 
Building Inspector: 623-933-8286 • Library: 623-974-3401 • Municipal Court: 623-972-8226 


Maricopa County Sheriff ’s Office Non-emergency: 602-876-1011 • Emergency: 9-1-1 
Town Administrative Office hours Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. • www.youngtownaz.org


Michael LaVault
Mayor


From the Mayor…


What is the purpose 
of government?


Michael Francis
Councilmember


2   December 2022   •   Youngtown Village Reporter   •   youngtownaz.org


Charles Vickers
Vice Mayor


Margaret Chittenden
Councilmember


Karen Haney Duncan
Councilmember


Susan Hout
Councilmember


June Miller
Councilmember


TOWN OF YOUNGTOWN
12030 North Clubhouse Square, Youngtown, AZ 85363


Mayor and Council: 623-933-8286 • Town Administration: 623-933-8286 
Building Inspector: 623-933-8286 • Library: 623-974-3401 • Municipal Court: 623-972-8226 


Maricopa County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce Non-emergency: 602-876-1011 • Emergency: 9-1-1 
Town Administrative Offi  ce hours Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. • www.youngtownaz.org


Michael LaVault
Mayor


From the Mayor…
On the Cusp of a New Year!


Michael Francis
Councilmember


As we close out 
this year, I 
want to wish 


everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy 
and prosperous New 
Year!


I urge you to take time 


to count blessings and 
thank God for them. 
Reach out to neighbors 
and friends who are 
less fortunate than you. 
Bring good cheer into 
the lives of those around 
you who may be feeling 


despondent; brighten 
their day.


 Let this be a time for 
families, for refl ection 
and for renewal. As we 
close out 2022, look 
forward to 2023 with 
hope, anticipation and 


optimism; we stand on 
the cusp of a bright new 
year fi lled with promise 
and unlimited potential.


May you and your 
families be safe and 
secure and may your 
futures be blessedly 


prosperous and fi lled 
with satisfaction, peace 
and tranquility. 


 So, as we wind down 
2022, I say: “Merry 
Christmas to all and to 
all a good night!”


 


        A YOUNGTOWN 
     WINTER MIRACLE 
                                      SATURDAY 
                        December 10, 2022 
                      5:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M. 
                            GREER PARK 
                112th and Alabama Avenues 


 


   The Holidays are just around the corner,  
       and we would like for you to come and  


       celebrate this wonderful season! 


Tree Lighting Ceremony at 5:45 p.m. 
Santa Claus arriving on a Fire Truck at 6:00 p.m.! 
Holiday Music 


   Vendors available for you to purchase  
   food and treats. 
   Special appearance by Anna, Elsa and  
   the Grinch. 


Free rides for children on the Alpine slide   
         and trackless train. 


Photo booth with props! 
                  And a whole lot of fun! 
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Jim Starke
Councilmember


What should 
we, as 
c i t i z e n s , 


expect and demand 
of our government? 
More importantly, what 
should we allow our 
government to do? 
Generally, I subscribe to 
the view held by Thomas 
Paine: “That government 
is best which governs 
least.”


I am amazed when 
I look around and see 
how intrusive our 
government (Federal, 
State and Local) has 
become. Our legislatures 
(Federal and State) 
measure their success 
according to the number 
and scope of new laws 
they churn out year 
after year. Towns and 
cities have incrementally 
inserted themselves into 
virtually every aspect of 
our daily lives.


Benjamin Franklin 
said, “…the purpose of 
government is to enable 
the people…to live in 
safety and happiness…” 
He went on to say: “In free 
governments the rulers 
are the servants and the 
people their superiors 
and sovereigns.” 


Notice, he said the 
purpose of government 
is to enable us to live in 
safety and happiness, 
not to guarantee it. If 
government provides 


the environment for 
us to live in relative 
safety and to be able 
to pursue happiness, 
the individual must 
assume responsibility for 
actually achieving it.


National security 
and the building, 
maintenance and 
regulation of certain 
infrastructures (streets, 
policing, utility systems, 
etc.) are clearly and 
properly the domain 
of government. These 


functions are beyond 
the reach and ability 
(physical or financial) of 
the individual but are 
inherently and vitally 
important to the common 
good. They must be 
performed or regulated 
by government.


Other, more intrusive, 
governmental functions, 
while often necessary, 
must be looked at with 
suspicion and examined 
carefully. It is too often 
too easy to abdicate 


personal responsibility, 
common sense and 
action in favor of a 
passivity that says, “…
let the government do 
it…”


Someone once said “…
your rights end where 
mine begin…” In other 
words you have the right 
to freely pursue your 
interests as long as your 
pursuit of those interests 
doesn’t infringe on the 
rights and freedoms of 
others.


Whatever happened 
to the concept of 
common courtesy and 
common sense? People 
used to care about 
their neighbors’ quiet 
enjoyment of their lives 
and were loathe to 
infringe upon it.


U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
this loss of common 
courtesy and common 
sense has led to more 
and more government 
intrusion and an 
environment where 
people often brazenly 
inflict themselves on 
their neighbors. The 
neighbors then resort 
to demanding that 
government get involved 
in forcing or regulating 
what used to be handled 
with common sense, 
courtesy and human 
interaction.


When Benjamin 
Franklin said “…In free 
governments the rulers 
are the servants and the 
people their superiors 
and sovereigns…” he 
assumed large numbers 
of people would pay 
attention, get involved 
and directly hold 
their government 
accountable. Too often 
today government is 
looked upon as surrogate 
parent, referee and 
umpire.  I fear we have 
lost our way in terms 
of what we expect, 
demand and allow our 
government to do. I pray 
we find it again before it 
is too late.


This is a reprint of an 
article from August of 
2017…







There’s a special 
beauty and 
tranquility to 


candles, but a lighted 
candle is also an open 
flame, and a potential 
fire hazard if not 
carefully monitored. 
It’s hard to imagine 
the beauty of a candle 
flame - how it dances 
in its own light can be 
the cause of home fires, 
and home fire deaths. 
Remember, because a 
candle is an open flame, 
it can easily ignite 
anything that can burn.


Although these safety 
tips for using candles 
seem obvious, it is a 
good reminder to follow 
them.


• Blow out all candles 
when you leave the 
room or go to bed. Avoid 
the use of candles in 
the bedroom and other 
areas where people may 
fall asleep.


• Keep candles at 
least 12 inches away 
from anything that can 
burn.


• If you do burn 
candles, make sure that 
you…


1. Use candle holders 
that are sturdy, and 
won’t tip over easily.


2. Put candle holders 
on a steady, uncluttered 
surface.


3. Light candles 
carefully. Keep your hair 
and any loose clothing 
away from the flame.


4. Don’t burn a candle 
all the way down — put 
it out before it gets too 
close to the holder or 
container.


5. Never use a candle 
if medical oxygen is 
used in the home.


6. Never use a candle 
as a night light.


7. Be very careful if 
using candles during 
a power outage. 
Flashlights and other 
battery-powered lights 
are safer sources of light 
during a power failure. 
Never use a candle 
during a power outage 
to look for things in a 
closet, or when fueling 
equipment.


Candles, Kids and 
Pets


Think about using 
flameless candles in 
your home. They look 
and smell like real 
candles.


Never leave a child or 
a pet alone in a room 
with a burning candle.


Keep matches and 
lighters up high and 
out of children’s reach, 
in a locked cabinet.


FACTS
Roughly one-third 


of home candle fires 
started in the bedroom.


More than half of all 
candle fires start when 
things that can burn are 
too close to the candle.


Nearly 10,000 residential 
fires are caused each year 
by careless or inappropriate 
use of candles.
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Candle Safety


By: Kenny Kovak
Fire Marshal 


Sun City Fire District


NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY
Email your article to Jeanne Blackman: jblackman@youngtownaz.org


The right to accept or reject rests with the publication editor.


WHERE CANDLE FIRES START
Bedroom .....................................35%
Living/Family Room/Den ..........16%
Bathroom ...................................14%
Kitchen .......................................11%


ITEMS FIRST IGNITED
Mattresses or Bedding ..............11%
Curtains/Blinds/Draperies ........9%
Cabinetry ....................................8%
Upholstered Furniture ..............6%
National Fire Protection Association







Calling all veterans! Learn about your veterans’ 
benefits and services at this workshop presented 
by The Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services 
(ADVS) on Thursday, February 8 at 10:30 a.m. ADVS 
provides direct services to Veterans through the 
administration of 50+ professional Veteran benefit 
counselors located throughout the state - helping 
Veterans connect with their VA benefits, two skilled-
nursing Veterans’ Home facilities in Phoenix, Tucson, 
and Yuma provide short and long-term care (with 
a new home to open in Flagstaff within the year), 
and three Arizona Veterans’ Memorial Cemeteries: 
in Sierra Vista, Camp Navajo near Flagstaff, and in 
Marana north of Tucson.


In addition, the Arizona Department of 
Veterans’ Services provides critical, state-wide 
coordination and technical assistance to services 
and organizations serving Veterans. This includes 
activities such as coordinating services across 
private and public sectors in serving targeted 
populations such as Veterans experiencing 
homelessness, and special needs for the growing 
population of Women Veterans - many of whom are 
at-risk, as well as building community capacity to 
address Veteran employment and higher education.


FEBRUARY IMPORTANT DATES
February 6 Rather Be Reading Book Club at 10:00 a.m. 
February 7 Storytime with Miss Mary at 10:30 a.m.
February 8 Arizona Department of Veterans’ Affairs  
   Presentation at 10:30 a.m. 
February 13 Storytime with Miss Mary at the Peoria  
   Family Resource Center 


February 14 Valentine’s Day Storytime with Miss Mary  
   at 10:30 a.m.
February 19 President’s Day Holiday – Library Closed
February 21 Storytime with Miss Mary at 10:30 a.m.
February 27 Cards, Games, & More @ the Library   
   at 1:00 p.m.
February 28 Storytime with Miss Mary at 10:30 a.m.


UPCOMING EVENTS
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS:  Join 
us at the Library for an informative presentation 
from the Arizona Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
on Thursday, February 8 at 10:30 a.m. Discover the 
various benefits available to veterans of our Armed 
Services and get your questions answered.


CARDS, GAMES, & MORE @ THE LIBRARY:  Love to 
play games and cards? Join other game enthusiasts 
at our newest program for adults. Cards, Games, & 
More @ the Library meets the 4th Tuesday of every 
month at 1 p.m. to play Skip-Bo, Phase 10, Bingo, 
Yahtzee and more!  This project is supported by the 
Arizona State Library, Archives & Public Records, a 
division of the Secretary of State, with federal funds 
from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.


STORYTIME WITH MISS MARY:  Storytime with Miss 
Mary is every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. Join us for 
an all-ages storytime filled with books, songs, and 
fun!  This project is supported by the Arizona State 
Library, Archives & Public Records, a division of 
the Secretary of State, with federal funds from the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services.


RATHER BE READING BOOK CLUB:  The Rather Be 
Reading Book Club will meet on February 6 at 10 
a.m. We are reading Taylor Jenkins Reid’s book, 
Daisy Jones and the Six. For more information 
contact Mary Vass, Library Manager at 623-974-
3401.


LOCATION
The Youngtown Library and the Youngtown 
Historical Museum are located in Town Square, 
between Alabama and Youngtown Avenues, just 
west of 112th Avenue.  For additional information 
about the Library or the history of Youngtown, call 
623-974-3401 and speak with Mary Vass, Library/
Museum Manager.


LIBRARY HOURS
Monday – Thursday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Friday – Sunday: Closed
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Youngtown Public Library


February 2024


Clubs and Organizations


The Youngtown Public Library 
offers many services, including:
• FREE Book, DVD, Chromebook, and Kids     
  checkout  (with a Youngtown Library card)
• FREE WI-FI  
• FREE use of 6 Public Computers 
• FREE Tax Forms
• FREE faxes (with a Youngtown Library card) –    
  10-page limit
• Printing/Copies $ .15 each


AARP Board
MEET: 3rd Tuesday of the month 4:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438


AARP CHAPTER 1
MEET: 1st Friday of the month 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438 


AGUA FRIA RANCH HOA
MEET: 2nd Wednesday of the month 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
OFF: August
Ogden & Company/Jackie Monty 623-628-4708


GIRL SCOUT TROOP 997
MEET: 2nd and 4th Thursdays at the Clubhouse and off site 
other Thursdays
azgstroop997@gmail.com


YOUNGTOWN CITIZENS’ DOG PARK
MEET: 3rd Saturday of the month 10:30 a.m. to noon
OFF: June, July and August 
Margaret Chittenden – 480-861-1576


YOUNGTOWN COMMUNITY FUND
MEET: 3rd Wednesday of the month 5:30 p.m.
623-977-4661 


YOUNGTOWN ART COMMISSION
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Val Wilson – 623-810-3137


All clubs meet in the Clubhouse unless 
otherwise noted.


NEWS FROM THE 
COMMUNITY


Email your article to Jeanne 
Blackman: jblackman@


youngtownaz.org
The right to accept or reject rests 


with the publication editor.







Updates from your 
friends at the Young-
town Citizens Dog Park


Hopefully the New Year has 
started off great for you and 
your furry friends! 


The dog park committee ap-
preciates all those who attend 
the park and the friendships 
that are created there. Please 
remember how important it is 
to pick up your dog’s waste to 
keep the park clean and safe. 
A visitor to the park Christmas 
weekend picked up 20 bags of 
waste on the large dog side 
alone, so please remember 
to be vigilant and mindful of 
others who visit the park. She 
then went to the small dog 
side and found no waste, so 
it appears that the bulk of the 
mess is mainly on the large 
side. Surely nobody wants to 
have to deal with their dogs 
running and playing in anoth-
er dog’s waste so please be 
vigilant. It’s been wonderful 
seeing all the dogs who visit 
the park enjoying the cooler 
weather wearing their cute 
sweaters and socializing to-
gether. Please be sure to keep 
your dogs on the leash until 
you enter the park to keep all 
of the dogs safe as they enter 
to play. 


As all enter the new year, on 
good advice from veterinar-
ians, please be sure to have 
your dog microchipped to be 
sure they come home safe to 
you if they are lost. The chip 
is a small permanent form of 
identification that’s the size of 
a grain of rice placed between 
the shoulders that’s just a 
onetime process and almost 
always painless. Also remem-
ber to keep up to date on your 
pets’ vaccinations and renew 
your pets dog license with the 
county. Best practice is to have 
your pet wear their identifica-
tion all the time. 


The dog park meets month-
ly, with our meetings held 
the 3rd Saturday at 10:30 am 
in the Youngtown clubhouse 
(kitchen area) for those who 
would like to attend and par-


ticipate and add input for 
upcoming events. Bring your 
thoughts and ideas to share! 


Donations to the park can 
be made: ... 


Update on Rex: he’s enjoy-


ing his first Christmas with 
his new family playing with 
his Christmas toys and learn-
ing how to play ball!
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News You Can Use…
Canine Happenings at the Dog Park!


CITIZENS’ DOG PARK
Hours of Operation 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
NW Corner of Alabama & 113th Avenues
For Information & Donations 623-974-9756


Rex with his new ball, enjoying his first Christmas


Waste not being picked up


Kim, enjoying outdoors with her furry 
friends


Ready for the holiday


Are they here yet?


Playing keeps you warm
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We are here to assist 
you in your short-term 
rehabilitation needs af-
ter surgery or accident.  
We loan for 4 months 
at no charge which will 
give you time to be well 
or time to obtain items 
through insurance for 
long-term use.  


We have most all mo-
bility items, such as 
wheelchairs, bedside 
commodes, walkers, 
crutches, shower chairs 
and knee scooters.


If you live in Young-


town, Surprise, El Mirage 
or Peoria, we can help 
you out.  We appreciate a 
donation for our services 
so that we can maintain 
our equipment in a clean 
and safe manner.


We are open Mon-
day-Saturday from 9-1.  
No appointment or pre-
scription is needed.


MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
LENDING CENTER


11215-A W. NEVADA AVE.
YOUNGTOWN, AZ 85363


623-977-4661


Youngtown 


Community 


Fund


Medical Lending 
Center







President’s Day: The 
third Monday in Feb-
ruary is designated in 
the United States as 
Washington’s Birth-
day, more commonly 
known as Presidents’ 
Day. George Washing-
ton, known as “The Fa-
ther of Our Country”, 
was the first President 
of the United States of 
America. He played a 
major role in the draft-
ing of the Declaration 
of Independence signed 
on July 4, 1776, declar-
ing the Colonies to be 
free and independent 
states. He fought val-
iantly in the American 
Revolution and led the 
Colonists to Freedom 
as the Commander in 
Chief of the Continen-
tal Army. He was a wise 
and courageous man 
admired for his honesty 
and strength of charac-
ter. He also spoke of his 
having chopped down a 
cherry tree and admit-
ting it to his Father, as 
he could not tell a lie.


Vandalism:  “action 
involving deliberate 


destruction of or dam-
age to public or private 
property”. The term 
also includes criminal 
damage such as graffiti 
and defacement direct-
ed towards any proper-
ty without permission 
of the owner. Graffiti is 
the most common type 
of property vandalism 
(35%) according to the 
Bureau of Justice Statis-
tics. When the weather 
is pleasant, as it is now 
and into spring, vandal-
ism tends to increase. 
How can Youngtown 
citizens help to stop 
vandalism? 


 Get to know your 
neighbors. It is im-
portant that you know 
the people around you 
and in your communi-
ty. This makes it much 
easier to spot someone 
that doesn’t belong and 
may be there to simply 
cause problems. If you 
live next to one of the 
Town’s parks, please be 
observant for potential 
vandalism. If you ob-
serve someone damag-
ing something in the 
park, place a phone call 
to the MCSO office at 
602-876-1011. The res-
idents are the eyes and 
ears of the community. 


Weeds:  Alley weed 
spraying is conducted 
twice a year; once in the 
spring and once in the 
late fall. The remainder 
of the year, weed erad-
ication in the alleys, is 


the responsibility of the 
resident whose prop-
erty is adjacent to that 
section of alley. With the 
winter rainfall, weeds 
will become abundant 
this spring.  Please re-
move the weeds on your 
property and in the alley 
adjacent to your proper-
ty, in a timely manner. 
If everyone does their 
part, the appearance 
of your property and 
the Town in general, is 
greatly improved.


Street Resurfacing:  
Resurfacing of all the 
streets in the north-
ern section of Town is 
scheduled this spring. 
The area from Grand 
Ave. proceeding south 
to Alabama Ave. will be 
resurfaced. The exact 


dates will be presented 
in the next article.  A 
street resurfacing pro-
gram is necessary to 
prevent spending mon-
ey on asphalt repairs or 
milling and overlay of 
asphalt. You will receive 
a door hanger with the 
dates that the street in 
front of your home will 
be resurfaced. On the 
door hanger, there will 
be instructions that you 
need to follow, such 
as where to park, how 
long to stay off the fresh 
slurry seal and a phone 
number to call with 
questions and concerns.


New Traffic Control 
Change: The intersec-
tion at Olive Avenue and 
Agua Fria Ranch Park-
way, now has a double 


left turn lane from Agua 
Fria Ranch Parkway 
onto Olive Ave. With 
the Town’s increasing 
traffic, this double left 
turn lane should help 
commuters traveling 
east on Olive from the 
Parkway to get through 
the traffic light more ex-
peditiously.


Schleifer Park Basket-
ball Court: The basket-
ball court at Schleifer 
Park will be resurfaced. 
This will necessitate 
closing the basketball 
court for three days. 
Signs and yellow cau-
tion tape will be placed 
around the court during 
resurfacing.
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In The Works 


February 2024


Marty Mosbrucker
Public Works Manager


Citizens’ Dog Park
New sod will be installed 


in Citizens’ Dog Park.  For a 
few weeks, the grass will be 
tender. Please keep an eye 
on your dog and prevent 
it from digging holes or 
scratching at the grass. 


Street Light Outages
To report a street light 


outage, please contact 
APS at (602) 371-7171. You 
will need to provide a Pole 
number which is located 
approximately 6 feet high 
on the street side of the 
Pole along with the nearest 
address or cross streets 
of the Pole location. Some 
poles don’t have numbers. 


The address closest to the 
pole will be suffi cient to 
report the outage. You 
may also report the outage 
online by using the link 
provided on the Town 
website.


Street Resurfacing
In early spring of 2023, 


all the streets in the Agua 
Fria Ranch section of Town, 
including Agua Fria Ranch 
Parkway and Peoria Ave., 
will be resurfaced. When 
the dates get closer, more 
information will be made 
available in this article, the 
Town digital sign boards 
and on the Town website.


Household Hazardous 
Waste:  Spring is a good 
time to purge unnecessary 
items in your household. 
This spring, the Town 
will offer household 
hazardous waste pick-
up from your home. This 
service is free of charge to 
residents. The exact dates 
will be communicated 
in upcoming newsletter 
articles.


Contact Phone Numbers: 
Electric: 


APS, 602-371-7171
Water: 


EPCOR Water
623-815-3100
623-876-4020


1-800-383-0834
Natural Gas: 


Southwest Gas
1-877-860-6020  
Trash Disposal: 
Parks and Sons
623-974-4791  


Cable and Internet: 
Cox Communications


623-594-1000  
Phone and Internet: 


Century Link, 623-776-0287 
Youngtown Post Offi ce


623-974-6302
MCSO


602-876-1011 
(Non-Emergency)


Town Hall
623-933-8286


Wishing you and your 
family a wonderful holiday 
season! Thank you for 
supporting the Town of 
Youngtown this past year. 
We hope you have a fruitful 
and blessed 2023!
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In The Works 
December 2022


Marty Mosbrucker
Public Works Manager


NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY
Email your article to Jeanne Blackman: jblackman@youngtownaz.org


Th e right to accept or reject rests with the publication editor.


As we end another 
year, the staff and board 
members would like to 
thank everyone that 
has assisted in making 
this a great year for the 
Medical Lending Center.  
To all our generous 
clients with their cash 
donations and donated 
medical equipment, to 
our grants received from 


Surprise, Peoria, and the 
Town of Youngtown and 
many more, we thank 


you for your support.  
We wouldn’t be able to 
operate, by loaning at 
no charge, without your 
support.


We look forward to 
another year of serving 
the residents of Surprise, 
Peoria, El Mirage, and 
Youngtown with their 
recovery needs.  Our 
hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 


p.m. Monday-Saturday.  
We carry most mobility 
equipment necessary to 
get you back on your feet 
in a timely manner.


We wish you all a great 
2023!  Stay healthy and 
safe.


11215-A W. NEVADA 
AVE.


YOUNGTOWN,AZ 85363
623-977-4661


Youngtown 
Community Fund
Medical Lending Center


NEWS FROM THE 
COMMUNITY


Email your article to Jeanne 
Blackman: jblackman@


youngtownaz.org
The right to accept or reject rests 


with the publication editor.
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